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APPENDIX A - EXISTING FLORA  AND FAUNA 

The following plants and animals have been observed in Alewife Reservation and 
Alewife Brook Parkway.  After this inventory was completed in spring 2002, ad-
ditional species not included below were observed during the 2002 Biodiversity 
Days species census.  The superscript numbers behind the common name depict 
the source documents listed at the end of  this appendix.

PLANTS
List 1.  Plants observed in the Reservation/Parkway. 

SCIENTIFIC NAME  SCIENTIFIC NAME  SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME

Aquatic PlantsAquatic Plants
Elodea canadensis Waterweed
Lemna sp. Duckweed9

Myriophyllum sp. Water Milfoil4

Potamogeton sp. Pondweed4, 14

Trapa natans Water Chestnut2, 14 (Invasive)
Utricularia vulgaris Common Bladderwort

Ferns
Onoclea sensibilis Sensitive Fern2, 14

Mushrooms
Pleurotus ostreatus Oyster Mushroom2

Polyporus squamosus Dryads Saddle Mushroom2

Grasses, Sedges, and RushesGrasses, Sedges, and Rushes
Carex stricta Tussock Sedge14

Cortaderia sp. *Pampas Grass9

Juncus effuses Soft Rush 2
Phalaris arundinaceae Reed Canary Grass14

Phragmites australis Common reed1 (Invasive)
Scirpus validus Giant Bulrush14
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Typha latifolia Common Cattail9, 14

Zizania sp. Wild Rice1

Herbaceous Plants
Achillea millefolium Yarrow; Milfoil2

Agalinis sp. Gerardia2

Ambrosia artemsifolia Common Ragweed14

Anagallis sp. Scarlet Pimpernel9

Arabis sp. Rock Cress2

Arctium minus Common Burdock14

Aruncus dioicus Goatsbeard9

Asclepias syriaca Common Milkweed2

Aster novae-angliae N.E. Aster14

Aster sp. Asters2

Aster vimineus Small White Aster14

Barbarea vulgaris Winter Cress2

Barbarea vulgaris Yellow Rocket2

Calendula offi cinalis Ragweed2

Calystegia sepium  Hedge Bindweed2

Centaurea maculosa Spotted Knapweed2

Cerastiam vulgatum Mouse-ear Chickweed2

Chelidonium majus Celadine9

Chelone sp. Turtlehead; Snakehead2

Chenopodium album Lamb’s Quarters9

Chrysanthemum leucanthemum Oxeye Daisy2

Chrysosplenium americanum Golden saxifrage9

Cichorium intybus Chicory2Chicory2Chicory
Coreopsis sp. Coreopsis2

Daucus carota Queen Anne’s Lace2, 14

Dipsacus sylvestris Teasel9

Echinocystis lobata Wild Cucumber2

Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail14

Equisetum sp. Horsetail2

Erigeron strigosus  Daisy Fleabane2

Eupatorium sp. Joe-pye-weed2

Euphorbia esula Leafy Spurge2

Galium apraine Cleavers; Bedstraw2

Gentiana sp. Soapwort2

Geum aleppicum Yellow Avens9

Glechoma hedercea Ground Ivy9

Helianthus tuberosus Jerusalem Artichoke2

Hesperis matronalis Dame’s Rocket2 (Invasive)
Hypericum sp. St. John’s Wort2

Impatiens capensis Jewelweed2, 14

Iris prismatica Slender Blue Flag2Slender Blue Flag2Slender Blue Flag
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris2

Lactuca scariola Prickly Lettuce9
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Lamium sp. Nettle2

Lychnis alba Evening Lychnis; White Campion2

Lythrum salicaria Purple Loosestrife2, 14 (Invasive)
Maianthemum canadense Canada Mayfl ower2

Malva neglecta Cheese Mallow9

Medicago sativa Alfalfa9

Melilotus alba White Sweet Clover9

Melilotus offi cinalis Yellow Sweet Clover2

Mentha piperita Wild Peppermint2

Mirablis nyctaginea Wild Four O’Clock9

Oenothera biennis Evening Primrose2

Oenothera sp. Primrose4

Oenothera sp. Sundrops2

Oxalis montana Common Wood Sorrel9

Parthenocissus quinquefolia Virginia Creeper9, 14

Phytolacca americana Pokeweed2

Plantago lanceolata English Plantain9

Polygonum amphibium Water Smartweed; Water Lady’s Thumb2

Polygonum lapathifolium Nodding Smartweed14

Polygonum pensylvanicum Pinkweed14

Pontedarea cordata Pickerel Weed2, 14

Potentilla sp. Rough-fruited Cinquefoil2

Potentilla sp. Silvery Cinquefoil2

Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup8

Rhus radicans Poison Ivy1, 14

Rumex acetosella Sheep’s sorrel9

Rumex crispus Curley dock9

Sagittaria latifolia Arrowhead2

Solanum dulcamara Deadly Nightshade9

Solanum nigrum Black Nightshade14

Solidago canadensis v. scabra Tall Goldenrod14

Solidago sp. Goldenrod2

Spiraea alba var. latifolia Broadleaf  Meadowsweet14

Spiraea ulmaria Meadowsweet2

Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitch Wort9

Stellaria sp. Chickweed9

Symplocarpus foetidus Skunk Cabbage2

Tanacetum sp. Yellow Tansy2Yellow Tansy2Yellow Tansy
Tanacetum vulgare Common Tansy2Common Tansy2Common Tansy
Taraxacum offi cinale Common Dandelion2

Taraxacum sp. Dandelion9

Tauschia sp. Umbrella Wort2

Thalictrum sp. Meadow Rue2

Trifolium agrarium Hop clover9

Trifolium arvense Rabbit-foot Clover2

Trifolium dubium Least Hop Clover9

Trifolium hybridum Alsike Clover9
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Trifolium pratense Red Clover2, 14

Trifolium repens White Clover9, 14

Triodanis perfoliata Venus Looking Glass2

Urtica dioica Stinging Nettle14

Verbascum sp. Mullein2

Verbena sp. Vervain2

Vicia cracca Cow Vetch9

Vicia sp. Purple Vetch2

Vinca minor Periwinkle14

Viola papilionaceae Common Violet14

Trees and Shrubs
Acer negundo Black Elder14

Acer platanoides Norway Maple9, 14 (Invasive)
Acer rubrum Red Maple4, 14

Acer saccharinum Silver Maple1, 14

Ailanthus altissima Tree of  Heaven14

Alnus rugosa Speckled Alder8, 14

Amelanchier caradensis Juneberry2Juneberry2Juneberry ; Shadbush
Amorpha sp. Indigo Bush2

Berberis thunbergii Japanese Barberry14

Betula populifolia Gray Birch1, 14

Catalpa sp. Catalpa9

Cornus alternifolia Alternate-leaved Dogwood14

Cornus amomum Silky Dogwood2, 14

Cornus racemosa Gray-stemmed Dogwood14

Cornus stolonifera Red–osier Dogwood2, 14

Fagus grandifolia American Beech1

Fraxinus americana White Ash14

Fraxinus sp. Ash
Gleditsia triacanthos Honey Locust9

Juniperus communis Juniper14

Juniperus virginiana Eastern Red Cedar9

Lonicera tatarica Tartarian Honeysuckle8, 14

Malus pumila Domestic Apple14

Malus sylvestris Common Apple1

Morus alba White Mulberry9, 14

Myrica pensylvanica Bayberry2

Picea mariana Black Spruce14

Pinus resinosa Red Pine14

Polygonum vaccinifolium Japanese Knotweed2, 7, 14 (Invasive)
Populus deltoides Cottonwood14

Populus spp. Poplar1

Populus tremuloides Quaking Aspen9, 14

Prunus pensylvanica Pin Cherry
Prunus serotina Black Cherry14

Pyrus coronaria Crabapple2
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Pyrus sp. Choke Berry8

Quercus alba White Oak14

Quercus palustris Pin Oak9, 14

Quercus rubra Red Oak14

Quercus sp. Oak
Rhamnus cathartica European Buckthorn9 (Invasive)
Rhus typhina Staghorn Sumac2, 14

Ribes sp. Wild Gooseberry9

Ribes sp. Currant4

Robinia pseudoacacia Black Locust14

Rosa multifl ora Rose9, 14 (Invasive)
Rosa rugosa Wild Rose2

Rubus allegheniensis Blackberry14

Rubus hispidus Dewberry2Dewberry2Dewberry
Rubus sp. Raspberries9

Salix alba White Willow9, 14

Salix babylonica Weeping Willow9

Salix discolor Pussy Willow2, 14

Salix nigra Black Willow
Sambucus canadensis Elderberry2, 14Elderberry2, 14Elderberry
Sorbus americana Mountain Ash2

Tsuga canadensis Hemlock14

Ulmus americana American Elm9, 14

Ulmus serotina Slippery Elm14

Vaccinium corymbosum Highbush blueberry9, 14

Viburnum recognitum Arrowwood9

Viburnum sp. Maple Leaf  Viburnum1

Viburnum sp. Northern Arrowwood14

Vitis aestivalis Summer Grape14

Vitis labrusca Fox Grape2

Vitis riparia Riverbank Grape14

Vitis sp. Concord Grapes2

FISH
List 2.  Fish observed in the Reservation/Parkway.

SCIENTIFIC NAME  SCIENTIFIC NAME  SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME

Alosa aestivalis Blueback Herring
Alosa pseudoharengus Alewife
Carassius auratus Goldfi sh
Cuprinus carpio Common Carp (Invasive)
Lepomis gibbosus Pumpkinseed
Lepomis macrochirus Bluegill
Micropterus salmoides Largemouth Bass (Invasive)
Perca fl avescens Yellow Perch
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BIRDS
List 3.  Birds observed in the Reservation/Parkway. This list includes breeding and 
migratory species.

SCIENTIFIC NAME  SCIENTIFIC NAME  SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME

Podilymbus podiceps Pied-billed Grebe2

Phalacrocorax auritus Double-crested Cormorant2, 16

Anas clypeata Northern Shoveler12, 16

Anas platyrhynchos Mallard Duck2, 16

Anas discors Green-winged Teal5, 16

Anas rubripes Black Duck2, 16

Aix sponsa Wood Duck2, 16

Branta cabadensis Canada Goose2, 16

Cygnus olor Mute Swan2, 16

Lophodytes cucullatus Hooded Merganser16

Mergus merganser Common Merganser2, 16

Larus argentatus Herring Gull4, 16

Larus delawarensis Ring-billed Gull12, 16

Larus marinus Greater Black-backed Gull16

Ardea herodias Great Blue Heron1, 16

Butorides striatus Green Heron2

Botaurus lentiginosus American Bittern2

Botaurus lentiginosus Least Bittern17

Nycticorax nycticorax Black-crowned Night Heron1, 16

Nyctanassa violacea Yellow-crowned Night Heron4

Fulica  americana American Coot2

Gallinula chloropus Common Gallinule2

Prozana carolina Sora Rail2

Charadrius vociferous Killdeer2, 16

Actitus macularia Spotted Sandpiper1

Calidris minutilla Least Sandpiper16

Philohela minor American Woodcock1, 16

Tringa solitaria Solitary Sandpiper16

Meleagris gallopavo Wild Turkey1

Bonasa umbellus Ruffed Grouse2

Phasianus colchicus Ring-necked Pheasant2, 16

Buteo jamaicensis Red Tailed Hawk2, 16

Haliaeetus leucocephalus Bald Eagle17

Pandion haliaetus Osprey2Osprey2Osprey
Accipiter cooperii Cooper’s Hawk11

Accipiter striatus Sharp-shinned Hawk9, 16

Falco sparverius American Kestrel4, 16

Falco columbarius Merlin16

Falco peregrinus Peregrine Falcon
Aegolius acadicus Saw-whet Owl4

Bubo virginianus Great Horned Owl2
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Otus asio Common Screech Owl1

Columba livia Rock Dove9, 16

Zenaida macroura Mourning Dove4, 16

Chordeiles minor Nighthawk16

Megaceryle alcyon Belted Kingfi sher2, 16

Colaptes sp. Flicker4, 16

Picoides pubescens Downy Woodpecker4, 16

Picoides villosus Hairy Woodpecker16

Contopus virens Eastern Pewee4

Empidonax traillii Willow Fly-catcher2, 16

Empidonax minimus Least Flycatcher16

Sayornis phoebe Eastern Phobe4, 16

Tyrannus sp. Kingbird9

Tyrannus tyrannus Eastern Kingbird4, 16

Iridoprocne bicolor Tree Swallow4, 16

Stelgidopteryx rufi collis Rough-winged Swallow16

Chaetura pelagica Chimney Swift4, 16

Corvus brachyrhynchos American Crow4, 16

Cyanocitta cristata Blue Jay4, 16

Parus atricapillus Black-capped Chickadee4, 16

Parus bicolor Tuffed Titmouse4, 16

Sitta carolinensis White-breasted Nuthatch4, 16

Certhia familiaris Brown Creeper16

Thryothorus ludovicianus Carolina Wren11, 16

Troglodytes aedon House Wren4, 16

Regulus calendula Ruby-crowned Kinglet16

Dumetella carolinensis Grey Catbird4, 16

Mimus polyglottos Northern Mockingbird9, 16

Hylocichla mustelina Wood Thrush16

Turdus migratorius American Robin1, 16

Bombycilla cedrorum Cedar Waxwing1, 16

Vireo gilvus Warbling Vireo2, 16

Vireo griceus White-eyed Vireo16

Vireo olivaceous Red-eyed Vireo16

Dendroica petechia Yellow Warbler1, 16

Dendroica magnolia Magnolia Warbler16

Dendroica sp. Black-throated Warbler16

Dendroica coronata Myrtle, or Yellow-rumped Warbler16

Dendroica virens Black-throated Green Warbler16

Dendroica fusca Blackburnian Warbler16

Dendroica pensylvanica Chestnut-sided Warbler16

Dendroica striata Blackpoll Warbler16

Dendroica discolor Prairie Warbler16

Dendroica palmarum Palm Warbler16

Geothlypis trichas Common Yellowthroat2, 16

Icteria virens Yellow-breasted Chat17

Mniotilta varia Black and White Warbler16
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Parula americana Northern Parula16

Seiurus noveboracensis Northern Waterthrush16

Setophaga ruticilla American Redstart16

Wilsonia pusilla Wilson’s Warbler16

Wilsonia canadensis Canada Warbler16

Agelaius phoeniceus Red-winged Blackbird2, 16

Icterus galbula Baltimore Oriole9, 16

Icterus galbula Northern Oriole4

Molothrus ater Brown-headed Cowbird4, 16

Quiscalus quiscula Common Grackle4, 16

Sturnus vulgaris European Starling9, 16

Passar domesticus House Sparrow9, 16

Cardinalis cardinalis Northern Cardinal4, 9, 16

Carduelis sp. Red Poll11, 16

Carduelis tristis American Goldfi nch2, 16

Carpodacus mexicanus House Finch4, 16

Junco hyemalis Northern Junco4, 16

Melospiza lincolnii Lincoln’s Sparrow1, 16

Melospiza melodia Song Sparrow2, 16

Melospiza georgiana Swamp Sparrow16

Passerculus sandwichensis Savannah Sparrow4, 16

Passerina cyanea Indigo Bunting4, 16

Pheucticus ludovicianus Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Spizella pusilla Field Sparrow16

Zonotrichia albicollis White-throated Sparrow4, 16

Zonotrichia leucophrys White-crowned Sparrow4

Ammodramus savannarum Grasshopper Sparrow17

Pooecetes gramineus Vesper Sparrow17

MAMMALS
List 4.  Mammals observed in the Reservation/Parkway.

SCIENTIFIC NAME  SCIENTIFIC NAME  SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME

Canis latrans Eastern Coyote15

Urocyon sp. Red Fox1

Procyon lotor Raccoon1

Mephitis sp. Skunk4

Castor canadensis Beaver15

Ondatra zibethica Muskrat1

Lutra canadensis River Otter1

Mustela vison Mink1

Mustela frenata Long-tailed weasel15

Felis domesticus Domestic Cat15 (Introduced)
Odocoileus virginianus White-tailed Deer15

Sylvilagus sp. Cottontail Rabbit2

Marmota monax Woodchuck15
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Sciurus carolinensis Gray Squirrel9

Eutamias sp. Chipmunk15

Blarina brevicauda Short-tailed Shrew15

Microtus pennsylvanicus Meadow Vole15

Microtus sp. Field Mouse1

Peromyscus leucopus White-footed Mouse15

Rattus norvegicus Norway Rat15 (Introduced)

REPTILES
List 5.  Reptiles observed in the Reservation/Parkway.

SCIENTIFIC NAME  SCIENTIFIC NAME  SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME

Thamnophis sp. Garter Snake2

Opheodrys vernalis Smooth Green Snake4

Chelydra serpentina Snapping Turtle1

Chrysemys picta Painted Turtle1

INSECTS
List 6.  Insects observed in the Reservation/Parkway.

SCIENTIFIC NAME  SCIENTIFIC NAME  SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME

Bombinae sp. Bumblebee9

Aphrophora sp. Spittle Bug9

Skipper9

Photinus pyralis Firefl y9

Sympetrum rubicundulum Ruby Meadowhawk10

Danaus plexippus Monarch Butterfl y2Monarch Butterfl y2Monarch Butterfl y
Vanessa atalanta Red Admiral9

Papilio glaucus Eastern Tiger Swallowtail9

Vespula sp. Hornet9
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RARE, ENDANGERED, AND/OR PROTECTED SPECIES

There are no official records of  Federally or State-listed rare, endangered or protected spe-
cies in the Reservation and Parkway (MA Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Pro-
gram, letter of  Jan 3, 2002).  However, rare or endangered bird species have been observed 
in the Alewife area and are listed in Table 7 below.

List 7.  Federally or State-listed rare, endangered or protected bird species observed in the 
Alewife area.  Note that none of  these species are recorded in the Natural Heritage and En-
dangered Species Program database.

SCIENTIFIC NAME  SCIENTIFIC NAME  SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME  COMMON NAME  COMMON NAME STATUS

Podilymbus podiceps Pied-billed Grebe2 State-listed, Endangered
Botaurus lentiginosus American Bittern2 State-listed, Endangered
Ixobrychus exilis Least Bittern  State-listed, Endangered
Haliaeetus leucocephalus Bald Eagle  Federally-listed, Threatened
Falco peregrinus Peregrine Falcon Federally and State-listed, Endangered
Accipiter cooperii Cooper’s Hawk11 State-listed, Species of  Special Concern
Accipiter striatus Sharp-shinned Hawk9 State-listed, Species of  Special Concern
Dendroica striata Blackpoll Warbler16 State-listed, Species of  Special Concern
Parula americana Northern Parula16, 17 State-listed, Threatened
Ammodramus savannarum Grasshopper Sparrow17 State-listed, Threatened
Pooecetes gramineus Vesper Sparrow17 State-listed, Threatened
Icteria virens Yellow-breasted Chat17 State-listed, Endangered (in Connecticut)

1  The Alewife Reservation Pamphlet.  Friends of  the Alewife Reservation.The Alewife Reservation Pamphlet.  Friends of  the Alewife Reservation.The Alewife Reservation Pamphlet
2  An Alewife Ecology Guide.  Mystic River Watershed Association.  1994.
3  Stormwater Design for MDC Parkways.  MDC Planning Office.  2000.
4  The Alewife Open Space Plan.  Metropolitan Area Planning Council.  1985.
5  Alchemy at Alewife, Reservation Inventory.  Special Issue of  the North Cambridge News.  June 
1995.
6  Alewife Reservation Gains More Friends.  Cambridge Chronicle, VOL.155, No. 35, pg.11, July 
4, 2001.
7  A Master Plan for Segments of  the Alewife Brook and Mystic Valley Parkways.  MDC.  July 1996.
8  Resource Area Delineation and Evaluation at Little River and Alewife Brook, Cambridge.  BSC 
Group.  2000.
9  Biodiversity Days 2001:  Species list for Alewife Reservation.  Submitted to the MA Executive Of-
fice of  Environmental Affairs.  Friends of  Alewife Reservation.  2001.
10  Roger Frymire, Mystic River Water Association Project Coordinator.
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11  Holiday Family Walk:  Bird Sightings.  Friends of  Alewife Reservation.  Email of  January 10, 2002.
12  Local Alewife Events and FAR Updates.  Friends of  Alewife Reservation email.
13  Non-native Fishes Known from Massachusetts.  Occ. Reps. MCZ Fish Dept. 2:9pp.  Updated by K.E. 
Hartel.  June 1995.
14  Blair Pond Master Plan.  MDC.  1999.
15  Mammal Tracking Survey.  David Brown, for Friends of  Alewife Reservation.  2002.
16  Migrant and Breeding Bird Survey Alewife Reservation.  David Brown, for Friends of  Alewife Reserva-
tion.  2002.
17  Ralph Yoder, wildlife activitist, conversations February 2003


