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Challenges



Scientists generally agree that stream degradation consistently 
occurs at relatively low levels of imperviousness (10 to 20%)

To put this in perspective…

Typical total imperviousness in medium-density, single-family  
home residential areas range from

25 percent to nearly 60 percent



Dry Weather 

During dry weather, CSOs 
do not discharge into 
bodies of water. Their 
flows are carried to 
treatment facilities.

Heavy Rains 

In heavy rainstorms, CSOs 
act as relief points for the 
sewer system. They 
discharge into the nearest 
body of water in order to 
prevent sewage backups 
into homes and onto 
streets.



The DCR’s mission:

To protect, promote and enhance 
our common wealth of natural, 
cultural and recreational resources 
for the well being of all.



Upper Charles River Greenway









Historic Parking Lot Restoration

within Alewife Reservation 



Historic Parking Lot Restoration

within Alewife Reservation 



PROJECT GOALS



PROJECT GOALS:

Reconnect People and the Park to the Brook

1. Enhance and Expand Recreational Access

2. Protect and Enhance Wildlife Habitat 

3. Improve Water Quality 

4. Design for Cost Effective Maintenance

5. Reclaim Encroachments

6. Promote Education and Interpretation 

7. Design for Public Safety



Improve public and universal access to the brook with trails…

1. Enhance and Expand Recreational Access



1. Enhance and Expand Recreational Access
… and viewing platforms



Provide linkages with adjacent trails to enhance the regional trail network

1. Enhance and Expand Recreational Access



Install wayfinding and trail logos consistent with DCR’s signage program

1. Enhance and Expand Recreational Access



2. Protect and Enhance Wildlife Habitat

•Create Meadow Habitat

•Open Tree Canopy

•Remove Invasive Species



Stormwater Infiltration Gardens provide infiltration, evapotranspiration, detention & water 
quality treatment of stormwater

3. Improve Water Quality



4. Design for Cost Effective Maintenance

• Routine maintenance 
• Invasive species control
• Maintenance strategies

– Lawn treatment
– Meadow treatment
– Woodland treatment
– Raingardens 



5. Reclaim Encroachments



6. Promote Education and Interpretation 



The brook and its banks have been fenced off and have become densely vegetated with 
trees, shrubs and invasives that limit access to the brook.

7. Design for Public Safety



THE PLANTHE PLAN

























Questions and Comments


