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ABOUT MENOTOMY RIVER.
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with certnln Inhabitants of Chariestown,
ward Ineorporated Inte a district June §,

17682, and Cutter telis us that the dia-

tebet was generally  called  Menstomy,

i z luded &ll the teeritory in the

J. Albert Holmes Qives Facts in Regard to the Ancient|qne it izanied & e terntory 1 the
H ! 3 M 1 roriver. |

Name and the History of the Stream Now Known ntiirisEl Beseua Pk Sy ieaic

HfAET: T

ol wWas

porated February 27, 1807,

nama of Weegt Cambridge, to °
annexed, ITebruary B6, 1842, thar part of
Charlestown west of Menotomy river

as Alewife Brook. S =

1602

In wkew of tha general Interest re-
Earding the propositleon entertalned by
the Bomerville Historlesl society, which
has Joined with the Medford, Cam-
bridge, and Arllpgten eocieties in &
movemént asking the park commis-
gloners to change the name of Alewlfe
brook te Menotemy river, the following
hietory of the anclent nwme "“Monotomy™
&nd the river of thet nama has besn
prepared by J. Albert Hoimes, of the
Somerville Iistoricel soclety, who has
been appointed to get with the mnelgh-

boring socletlés In referemce to  the
change:—

In the following account

Geéneral court rofers to the naral

court of the colony of Massachusetis

bay,

%‘I:IWFI. records, town and eelectmens
recorda of Newtowne and Cambridge,
1680=-1708.

, Froprietors’ records, proprietora’ rec-
nrg.g Of the town of Cambridge, 1636-
1%

C‘urmmlaaiunern' recurds, the third re-
E:-{%E.on, Charlesatown lannd recor

C!;tl:ur. B.and W, R. Cutter's “"Hlatory
of Ariington,” 1880

FPnlge, Luciga R. Palge's "History of
Cambridee,” 18377

Wyman, T. B. Wytnan's “Charleatown
Geneslogled and Estates,' 1628-1815.

The Indlnne early taught the settlers
of Massnchusetts BEay colony to "fish”
thelr corn, pumpking, squash, and Leans;
that is, 10 place a fish in the grousd
with the seed. ESo plentiful wers fah in
the waters of the colony that they notu-
wliy overflowsd the banks of the emaller
rivers and streams, s they erowded
through the nerrow portlons in thelr
haste to reach the spowning Erounds.

The taking of lnnd flah, that is, fish
taken without the ald of boats, was
from the fArst controlled by the general
court, as "The Ware att Miaticke,
erantad to Gov, Winthrop and Mailiew
Cradocke of London,” Mareh 4, 1633-"34,
and “Att s Genrall Court holden att
Newe Towns, Sept. 2, 1634." "“There [s
leave granted to the iohabltants of
Mewe Towne to bullde & welrs vpon eny
Plage of Winotimiea Ryver, within their
owne bounds' The buslness was
further controlled, when In the general
court “It was ordered that all wears
shall be set open from the inst day of
tho weele at noon till the second day In
the morning" (#sturday noon till Mon-
day morning), Jupa 6, 1634,

The welr granted to Winthrop end
Cradocke In 1634 was at the outlet of
Mystic lake, whers IHigh strest, Med-
tord, erdssea Mywtic river at what la
known as Welr bridge, Cuotter BEYH!
“The Mystle river, of which the sncient
Menotomy river la a branch, haa ita
source ln  Mystle pond, which was
shown on Wood's mep of Mraswchusetta,
1634,

Thy namésd. of Mystle ond Meandatamy
rlvors are apparently shoriginn] doesig-
nations, and, 1llke &ll Indlan names,
probabiy deacribe the locality to which
thoy wers affixed. Trumbull gives the
origin of (he neme Mystie anclently
written Mldtiek, ns applled to the Med- |

LHZE=

and was possibly Tanners siraat:

WiE o gpata at that polnil; that the welr
and the right to take fish thereat, also

‘thn Cherlestown line, bevend which the

town wad extended nenrly stealght back

Middiewex eounty court g plan of tha

welr which led from Menotomy roed,
nlBo
thet the brldge over the rlver wae
called Manotomy lLridge, and Lhat thare

& half<pere of lnnd And the cartway
lending thereto, wersd leased to varlous
regldants of the town from time to time,
and that one of the deslgnetions for the
lands  between Massachusetts avenue
and the Somerville lineé enst of Meno-
tomy river was '"Wenr Filald"

There 12 o plan in the cliy engineer's
office, Cambridgs, bearing date of 1852,
and on which tg shown & foot bridge
croesing the river about 740 feet nopth-
erly or down Btresm from Maganchusetis
evenue. Just below this bridge appears
on the plan the word “fiaherlen,™ It
would appear that here was located the
anclent flsh welr, where ghad and ale-
Wiles were taken by the sarly inhabl- |
THE footf bridge was just at the polnt
where the blgh land draws close to the
river om elther alde, forming tha gutfall
¢f the busln In which il Frash snd Bpy
ponds and the Fresh pond mardows, It
would be the natural place to loests @
walr, for above the "great swamp'
spread out on elther side, whils a short. |
dietance below the Flver was crogaed by

welr eould not be looated, secordlng te
the gront.

There was gnother weir &t the outlet
of Bpy pond, and without doubt #Ash
were taken at many other Polnts along
the river within the then boundaries of
Cambridge. A resldent of Cumbridgs |
Informs mo thet he wvery well Tetmem- |
bera & fish house which stood over the
brook Just north of Concerd avenue,
Wwhers thae neh wWere taken ag they
paased through n plank Aume,

The line betwess News Towne and
Charlestown was  establighed Mareh 4,
L652-"83, and with one or two axceptions
is the same na that which now sepa-
rates Cambridge from Someryills, AT
Menotomy river tha Hne probably ra-
maing as near Ity orlgingl locntlon as e
Wra posslble to retmin 5t during 276
Yahrs,

The goneral court agreed March 8,
1886-'36, that “Newa Towne bounds shall
run elght myles inte tha country from
thalr meeting houas,"

This grant, Emong other lenda, in-
cluded & part of the pressnt Arlington:
the llne betwean MNewiowne and Charies-

Into the country. The district north of
this llne, from the lins to Mwatic river,
and from Menotemy rlver wastward to
near Alewife Meadow brook, war known
ad Line fiald.
There 18 among the recocds of tho
anclent Tine fleld, on which 1s ahown
the lne from which the lund tales its
nama, and paralls] with [t & road, desig-
neted ‘in the commissloners' racorde aa
the "Bridgeway  In the Charleatown

i fsometlmes called Menotomy posid,
of the record @I?In}'nlwlu,{ml'ﬂ_...ﬂr_. togts for “flahing thelr _Indian COLIL" Lagenptomy rivsr wes the omtlel ¢ resls
- M

called "Line¢ Fleld” The nams wes
changed to Arlington April 13, 18467
Russell Cook, o lifelong rezident of
the nelgkborhood mext Menotomy river,
states that alewlfes wore eo plentiful 1o
the river during the spawning s5o
that "one couwld wall acrosa oo
The great sbundanee of alewif
from the river dufing the flrat L0
of seitlement wvary aatucally od
belng referred to me the Alewifs braocik,
and ko In the commigslonera® re iy W

find, under the survey of , the
bridge earrylng Menotomy road, now
Brondway, Somerville, ovar Menotormy
river referred to ma the Alewirz bridge:
The streéeam was sometlmes reforred 1o
ss  “the Liftle River” end LA la

Mysatle,” ma the Myatle river wue called
the Great river,

Little river hea reninlned o the name
of the outlet of Bpy pond, wkleh wes
whila

pond,
In the Cambridge town recovrds, 1890«
1ThE, we find the river ¢alled

tlas,' “Menoromy,"” “MWotormn ]
"Winattlme": In the propriétors’ ree-
orda, 1426-18249, 11, Is Flven
UMenotmy,' “Menotomile,” and Meno-
Lamya’ the commlseloners’ raocords,
1648-150%, Eive “Winotamises" nil
“Menotomies”  river, Patga culisg it
"Menotomy” river, and Wyman refers

Lo "Manotomy” river po less \han forty
Limes between 1687 and 1805, snd onde
to: Alawlife river, In 1818, Cutler mivas
“Menttomy® rlver, and there hiéve beén
found In the Middiesex reglstry no
then' thirty deeds, betwéen 1ha
1845 and 1784, In which Menotor
i mentloned; 1t wae alao reforrs
Little river. or Mewattomy river, ln
1788 "Menotomy"” 1 the férm <0 spells |
Ing used by far the grester number of
times in the ebove records, mnd as the
records ahow, Menotomy Tiver wag tho
nEme by which the beautirul iigtle
Blream wlindlng its way throwih tha |
marshes nnd meddows from Frowh pond
to the Mystle wne koown for ¢
yaira. Itw waters ware cleg md of
coneiderable depth, and at the uld welr
below Massuichugetts mvenue it had &
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width [n 1362 of about twenty reet,
while "above 1t had u less, apd fow &
greater depth, On May 10, 17 thea

commitions of sefety vored i M.
Watson be directed and ampawered Lo
remove to Cambridge the bhoat: uow in
Muenotomy rlver.

The' yoar 1818 peema 10 Huv: héen
pear the tlme when Menotoins: river
Bepan to be callad Alewife broo and
doubtless beoause of the abundonce af
alewifes taken from its watars

Webster gave: “The alew[fs 14 &
North American figh of the frerring
family, end the name {5 properly ‘alost)
the Indian name of a figh. It i

celled ellwlf, ellwhop, and Brench he
rlng® He alst says that atewlfs (s a
woman who keepe an nlehouss. Tha

Cantury d]utlm_:na{}' Jahyer A partloulng



“ruk In Indlan desoled
i river whose watera are driven In
waves by the tide or winds, TWith the
wdjectival milssl, ‘great It forme missi-
tuk, now written Mystle—the namoe of
the 'grest river' of Boston bay. Tha
orlgin of the name Menotomy yat awalts
explaonition, The spollings of the word
have besn various:'

Newtowne poon 0ok advantage of the
privilege granted by the general court,
and on March 1, 168356, “Agrecd with
John "Clark to make a suflclent "Welr
te Catch Alwiffs  wppon  Menotomies
Hlver In the bounds of this Town before
the Lith of Aprell next, and shall sell
and dellver wnto Inhabetnnts of the
Town and ne other, except for bavte,
all the Aylwife ha sholl inlke nt s vl
pr thouannd,” On April 4, 1636, 1t was
ordarsd by the town “That Walter
Nichole shall pull vpp  the bosrded
welre In Menotemla River! Whether
thiz order to pull up the welr was ln an-
ticipation of the order of the general
court, June § J085, to sot opén the welrs
from-Baturday noon till Monday morp-
Ing, to allew the fah to poss, or for ts
entire removal, lg not plain, but prob-
ably the former, for on Apcil 23, 1838,
Andrew Warner was “Apointed to ase a
cartway made (o the waolre™

In February, 16868, the welr and weir
field were let to Nathaniel Patten for
thirty. shillingz for the ensuing ¥year,
and In April he was chossn to look after
the gate at “Notomie Bridge,” for which
tha rent of the welr was to be allowed
hlim, At a meeting of the proprietora
March 26, 1720, 1t waa voted thet the
privitege of the welra for catching of
fish, with the lands thereto appertaln-
Ine, belong to eald proprietors, Almo
voted that one acre of the flata of Groat
Hpy pond on the north side of the bridge
over Milis's weir be lald out for the bet-
ter securlng sald proprietors’ privilage
of catehing of fish In aald town. The
"bridge” carrled ‘Welr lane, or Lakae
street, Arllngton, ovor the cutlet sl 8py
pond.

Palge tells us that "at an sarly period
Llig Drivkeuvn famlly uveoupled Rn cstale
on the easterly side of Menotomy river,
aextending from North avenue (Dow
Muassschusetts avenus) to the Winter
Hill roed” (Brogdwiy, Somerville). On
July 24, 16887, pursuant to a vote of the
town, the selectmen lald out to John
Drickson about one-fourth ecre of land
“im our wara fleld next Charlestown
line"| the northwest boundary was mext
the welr field, on which boundary ho
was to milntaln o fendcs,

At 8 mestlng of the propristors Mwy
15, 1724, 1t was voted that John Dickaon
have the improvemont of the half-gcre
of land at the welrs and the highway
leading to it through Welr field thine
preaent year for slx ghillinga.

Apparently the half-acre at the welr
and the highway léading thereto were
pever definitely lald out by wvote of the
propristors, but were reserved; .ae whetn,
in 1707, th lotE were assighed, In
thie Wgre fieéld," the lot numbered thirty-
slx, falllng to Amos Merritt, was di-
wided by the highwavy te the wele
That part of Merritt's lot on the east-
arly side of the highway wes bounded
northerly by the half-acre, while the
portion on the weaterly side bounded
northerly on Menotomy river.

Magsnchusetts avenue in Cambridge,
abave the common, Wos In use g3 a path
¢r road ae early pe 1656, and perhaps
earlier, and was called the “highway 1o
Manotomy."

From the fﬂrus‘ﬂipg regords we learn
thit Ao TETE 5 Bakh wrale oo sotathiielas

[ovid river, thus:

TecOrdE T WHINT Tdaté of November 18,

1637, appears the following agreement:
"“That a Mootewsy bes muede over Weno-
tamles & a way between the locts lafte
2 pola wide™

As near as can be ascertalned,
"footeway'" crossed Menotomy river
whersa Eroadway, Bomerville, crosses
now, but the “Bridgeway" has ontlrely
dizappenred, except o short portion of [t
northweat of Madford atreet, Arlington,
This nnelent plan shows a highway bor-
dering the Ariington shore of Mystle
and Menotomy rivers, where 250 wears
later the Metropolitan parlk commission
laid out a parkwasy,

The ecommittee appalnted to malke a
survey of Charlestown atreets, 1767, and
to assert the town's rlghts whera en-
erozchments had been wmads, rTeported
that “There 18 @ fishing place ‘at
Menotomy Bridge, SBouth Side, which ap-
peare to bolong to the Town, but Mr
Dickson has put up n fence and enclosed
the most of [t Thet the land belonged
to the town s no doubt correct,-but
thelr right to take fish there was denled
by tho county eourt in 1881, B3 Appents
In the records of the court: “Thé sslect-
men of Cambridge, plaintiffs agalnst
Capt, Lawtence Hammond and John
Cutler, jun., defendants, do humbly da-
clare as followeth, &c. In the year
L1634 the Goneral Court granted them
Hberty to eréot n ware upon Minottomd
Blver, and they accordingly so 4id, and
have had quist possession of tha samse

tha

from that tlme untll now, without any h

dlaturbanes  of thelr nelghbors  of
Charlestown or any other; and Hath
been In-a manner the atay and support
of the town by fahlng thelr Indlan corn,
which 18 the principal part of thelr hus-
bandry and livellhoad, The defendants
have both wviolently end contéemptuousiy]
procesded to obstruct the passage of the
fieh to the wares, which they so long
poasedsed, ay above gald, to thelr groat
damage and logs of two hundred thou-
sand filsh, which we judgo will be & hun-
dred pounds damoege to the town In
their crop. and tending to the Inevitable

Impoverishing of divers pooer L=
files""

Falge =says, writlng In I1877: “Tha
practlee of 'Ashing thelr Indlan corn’

wak long sgo abandonad by cultlvators
In Cambridge; but the privilege of tak-

Ing fiahh In Menotomy rlver remalna
waluable. It hae been subjfect to ocon-
sional controversies and  llcdgations

mines 1681, in all whlch  Cambridge has
pregerved the righta origlnally granted;
nmd to the present dey ‘fah officers’ are

antually appoiated by the elty counell]

to take care that those rights auffer no
Infringemant.” "Fish offeers” arae still
appointed in Cambridge,

Bome arrangement was perhaps made
whereby Charlestown milght take flsh
helow the Cambridgs -swelr. In. 1842,
when Boemerxills  was 8et off from
Choarlealown, Lorenzo W, Dow, Jesse
Simpson, and CGeorge W, Hayes waore
appointed the firat “fah offlcars” and
Mr. Dow Informe us that alewlfes wers
talken In seines in large quantitlea and
sold  in Boston for balt. Somarville
fiehermen were allowed to toke Bsh on
cerinin nlghts, and thoee of Weat Cam-
bridge or Medford on the alternate
nlghts, and It was the duty of the fah
officera to eea that this law was fol-
Toroy pd,

Tha northwesterly part of the town of f

Cambrlidgs was mads a separate precinet
December 27, 1722, and was afterwards
styled the Becond Parish, or mors gen-
erally Menotomy. The ilne of division

o Yemabtoarnmen misraia Padnbd Mhe ol s cd o

s s
uze of alewlfe, probably In -allitsion tof
thelr corpulent appearance; the form
‘wloof,” as recorded in 1678, la sald to be
the Indian name of the fiah, but (s prob-
ably an error for alewife”™ Bur, as it
i an Amerléan fieh, the Indians doulbt=|
less had a name for It, and “aloof” 18
correct; the ward "alewlfe" being tne
nepresl ln the language of the =ettlers
te the Indian name “alcof,” end ona
with which they wate more familiar,]
came to be uged g3 the name of this tish, |

Grandpa Fecler gava, in “Cane (Cod

Folks": “"They're wery good, [encher,
elawhopa ILEE — AT guod — though
thev're bomy as the—thev'ra ‘tarnal
bony, teacler. They'ra what wea call |

berrin’s In the winter.

“Bachalder Lot, here, wes a' asking
Captaln Sarteil what kind o fleh them
waa that |t's réecorded In the Beriptera to
& fed the multitude, and than 100k up
80 many basketa full o leavin's: and
tha captain told him that as to exactly ||
what manner of fish them was he hadn't |,
sufflelént acguaintance with the book of |
Jonah to say, but, as near as ha ocouid |,
calk'late, ho roconed they was ale- il
whopa . . . for it etood {o reason that |y
thers wa'n't no other fish but an ate-
whop that they could feed fivo thousand
fotks out of seven llttle ones and then
takea up twelve bushel baskets full of
boae s J. Albert Holmes,
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MENQOTOMY P8 ALEWIRL,

Tha Somervilie Journg]l presents in
this lszue through the courtesy of J. Al-
bert Holmes, of the Somerville Historl- ¢
cal soclety, o history of Alewlfe Lroolk, 7
or Menctomy river, as b was culled in
anclent days, The Historical society
favors changing the name back to
Mendtomy river, aod the proposition isf
ppposed by some who believe Alawlfa
o e rhe more characteristic pame s
well ax of [mporiance legally, since the
name appeats ol many desds aml court
records.

The article s not an Argument, but)
merely a history, and 1s a valoable cob-|
tribution 1o the historical liternture of (¥
Bomerville, Whatever may e the }'1‘_
reader's ntiftude regarding the changey
of prine the article cannot fail 10 ke ofye
interest, fn
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"But gwhy do you put yourfirienid's i
hingz Im d
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